
 

 

    

     

    

 

Marine Surveying Academy delivers first online eCMID AVI accreditation course 

 
The process leading to eCMID Accredited Vessel Inspector (AVI) status involves an objective review 

of an inspector’s evidence by a panel, plus the requirement to attend and pass a one-day course 

within two years. The Marine Surveying Academy (MSA), which manages the eCMID AVI programme 

for IMCA, has delivered numerous face-to-face courses at various worldwide locations since the 

launch of the scheme in 2015. The arrival of COVID-19 has necessitated an urgent review to ensure 

new entrant AVIs can continue to achieve accreditation status. 

Over the past couple of months, the team has assessed and reviewed the one-day course with a 

view to making it an online only experience for the foreseeable future. Consequently, MSA delivered 

the first online course for 12 worldwide delegates on 22 July and it proved to be a great success with 

only minor hitches. 

Lead tutor, Capt Ian Coates said, “The key challenge was to engage all participants so it did not 

become a day of death by powerpoint; and the changes we made to the material and its delivery 

more than ensured that we hit that goal.” 

MSA CEO, Mike Schwarz, further commented, “Apart from a few minor technical glitches, we 

delivered a great day’s training, which proved intense at times. It has always been in the back of our 

minds that those who attend the new online course are in no way disadvantaged versus those who 

had the face-to-face experience previously. I am satisfied we have got the balance right and the 

experience was a positive one for all involved.” 

Some of the positive feedback received from delegates included the following comments: 

“I thought it went spectacularly well, considering it was the first of its kind, being online and global.”  

“An excellent solution during the pandemic providing continuity to the program for all participants.” 

“Excellent course. Thank you.”  

“The course was good, actually better than I was expecting.” 

Ends. 

Note to editors: 

About the eCMID AVI accreditation scheme 

The scheme was developed as a means of proving the competence of those conducting IMCA eCMID 

inspections on offshore assets. Launched in 2015, over 600 candidates have come forward for 

accreditation. They have provided objective evidence, which has been assessed by the panel against 

up to six vessel types. Over 500 have achieved AVI status. AVIs are required to carry out annual 

March 2020 

Press information 

August 2020  

For immediate release 

 



continuing professional development before being recalled for reaccreditation at the end of their 

five-year term.  

 

For further information 

Mike Schwarz, MSA Chief Executive Officer     

Email: info@marinesurveyingacademy.com      

Web: www.ecmidvesselinspectors.com         
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